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LEWES L GHT
Recycling Matters: Guidelines to Go Green on Page 6

THANK YOU FOR
THE POSITIVE
RECEPTION OF
THE LEWES
LIGHT!
The Lewes Light had a very successful inaugural issue! The newsletter was well-received by residents
and

there

is

a

growing

number

of

subscribers.

As

of

November

1,

there

are

over

300

electronic

subscribers and over 230 paper subscribers! We welcome your feedback so that we can ensure the
Lewes Light provides information that is pertinent to you as a member of our community. Lewes is a very
active and busy community, so I encourage you to monitor our website and subscribe to our email list
and agenda notices so that you can stay current on everything happening in Lewes!
Ann Marie Towshend, AICP, ICMA-CM,
City Manager of Lewes

Reminder: City Offices Will be Closed
on November 25th and 26th in
observance of thanksgiving,
December 24th in Observance of
Christmas,
and December 31st in Observance of
New Years Day

Contact Information
Lewes City Hall
114 E. Third Street
Lewes, DE, 19958
302-645-7777

Lewes Police
Department:
101 Franklin Ave.
Lewes, DE, 19958
302-645-6264

Mailing Address: PO Box 227, Lewes, DE, 19958
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Meet the City of Lewes Senior Staff!

Ann Marie Townshend,

Ellen Lorraine McCabe

Thomas Spell

AICP, ICMA-CM

Assistant City

Chief of Police

City Manager

Manager/Finance Officer

thomas.spell@cj.state.de.us

atownshend@ci.lewes.de.us

emccabe@ci.lewes.de.us

Robin Davis

Janet Reeves

Janelle Cornwell, AICP

Rick Melendez

Building Official/HPC

Parks and Marina

Planning and Development

Maintenance Department

rdavis@ci.lewes.de.us

Administrator

Officer

Manager

jreeves@ci.lewes.de.us

jcornwell@ci.lewes.de.us

rmelendez@ci.lewes.de.us

Christmas Safety Tips from the Lewes Police Department
Statistics show that theft and burglaries increase during the holidays. Keep your homes secured and
use outdoor lighting. Use your home and vehicle security systems at all times.
Always keep your car doors locked and do not leave packages and items of value in plain sight.
Use only well known and trusted websites for online purchases.
Keep receipts and continue to monitor your online banking and credit card statements
Beware of public Wi-Fi! Statistics show an increased risk of identity theft and credit theft via public
Wi-Fi.
Never leave delivered packages outside at your front door. Schedule deliveries while you are home
or get your neighbor to secure them for you!
If you plan to be away for an extended time, contact the Lewes Police Department (number on
preceding page) so your residence can be checked regularly. Also let your neighbors know so they
can help keep an eye on your home.
Finally, please report all suspicious activity to the Lewes Police Department by calling 911!
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No Wipes in the Pipes!

The Board of Public Works Gets The Word Out
It's 12:30am on August 15, 2021. It's pouring rain. Austin Calaman shuts his car door and heads to the edge of the
canal. Austin was awakened from a dead sleep in the middle of the night because there was raw sewage being
pumped out of the Lewes BPW's Pump Station 4 into the canal. In the space of a few days, both of the pump
station's main pumps had failed, along with two additional back-up pumps. The issue? A perfect storm: severe
build-up of non-flushable products (called ragging) along with a heavy rainstorm. Severe ragging has become
more and more of an issue across the United States over the past few years as utility consumers flush more nonflushable items. With the rise of the pandemic, shortages of toilet paper encouraged many Americans to move to
so-called "flushable" wipes - that aren't really flushable at all. An additional rise in the use of disinfectant
products like Clorox Wipes has also increased the number of wipes in the pipes, according to Austin. "We're
starting to see more and more cleaning products, including flushable wipes, go down the drain, which is now
causing more of a problem on our equipment" Austin explains.
The reality is, flushable wipes are falsely marketed. If you were to put a
piece of toilet paper of any ply into a bottle of water and swirl it
around, the toilet paper would start to break down. However, wipes,
even flushable wipes, are far too fibrous for the breakdown to happen.
The result is that such wipes, when flushed, create a build-up of rags
that catch on the pumps and cause them to break down. Pump station
workers regularly have to pull large balls of ragging out of the flow, just
like the one pictured to the left. To be clear: toilet paper is designed to
break down in the flow, so it doesn't leave rags behind to catch on the
pumps. Items that should not be going in the toilet create rag balls that
impede the flow of pump stations.
So what can be done? Austin says that the Lewes BPW is looking for
solutions

as

well

as

doing

outreach

and

providing

educational

materials to residents and commercial facilities. "We're trying to reach
not only the full-timers, but also the commercial and industrial hotels,
restaurants, hospitals, healthcare facilities, hairdressers - whoever we
can really touch."
The BPW is working on developing a mutual aid agreement with Sussex
County and obtaining more redundancy equipment. However, the thing
that will help the most is the reduction of non-flushable waste being

https://www.facebook.com

flushed down the toilet.
So

how

can

you

help?

Lewes BPW Facebook:

Spread

the

word!

Follow

the

Lewes

BPW

on

/lewesbpw

facebook and share their informational posts. Pick up a "No Wipes in the

Lewes BPW Website:

Pipes" magnet at City Hall or the BPW office, be careful of your own

https://lewesbpw.delaware.

consumption

and

what

goes

down

your

toilet,

and

provide

any

suggestions that you might have to the BPW on how to better reach
residents, both part-time and full time. Austin summarizes, "We're all trying
to do better for the environment."
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Local Happenings!

Planning Corner

Hospitality Night - December 2, 5pm-8pm in
Historic Lewes Commercial Areas
Lewes Lights Open Ceremony - December 3,
5:15-6:30pm on Manila Ave.
Lewes ' Original "Virtual" Christmas Tour December 4, 10am - 4pm
Annual Lewes Christmas Parade - December 4,
5PM - 6:30PM
New Year's Eve Anchor Drop on the Lightship
Overfalls - December 31 11:30pm - January 1,
1am

The

1

and

Beach

2

to

approval

American

came

after

Heritage

the

a

public

workshop

between

10am

Beach

2,

Restaurant,

in

honor

which

was

of
a

and

1pm

in

23,

the

2021,
Rollins

gather input on work being done to amend
the City's Subdivision and Land Development
Code. The public is invited to participate in
person or via zoom.

known

as

Projects."

Savannah

"Ordinances,
This

information

Johnnie

section

about

Amendments

provides

new

and

up-to-date

ordinances

being

drafted, reviewed and approved.

African

voted

popular

November

Community Center. The public workshop is to

to

recommend the name of Johnnie Walker Beach
for

on

There is a new section on the city website

Lewes

Commission

is

The Subdivision Code Subcommittee will hold

Beach and Johnnie Walker Beach, respectively.
This

Subcommittee

and the Cluster Section of the Code

On October 11, Mayor and City Council voted to
Beach

Code

proposing changes to AX-RES and AX- MIX

Beach Renaming!

rename

Annexation

~ ALERT ~

Walker’s
gathering

place for Lewes’ African American community

All NEW HOMES built in the City

during the days of segregation. Johnnie Walker

of

Beach

was

a

location

for

many

community

have

gatherings. Following this recommendation, the
Parks

and

support

Recreation

the

become

recommendation

Johnnie

recommended
Savannah
terminus

Walker

that

Beach,
of

Commission

Savannah

Beach

Beach,

Beach
given

for

1

its

Road.

be

voted

and

2

location
The

at

City

fire

are

now

required

suppression

systems

to

Construction This Fall

as

The

the

Lewes

Board

of

Public

Works

replacement

ways to celebrate the renaming and to honor

project

the

repaving of the road, in early 2022

associated

with

Johnnie

has

resumed on the water main and service line

looks

forward to working with the community to find

history

to

installed.

to

further

renamed

Lewes

Walker

along

should

Pilottown

be

Road.

completed,

The

including

The construction of public restrooms to serve

Beach.

the City's meeting room at the Margaret H.
Rollins

Cape May-Lewes Ferry Schedule: Available at
https://www.cmlf.com/schedules-fares
DART Bus Schedule: Available at
https://dartfirststate.com/RiderInfo/Routes/

Center

continues

with

completion

planned in December.
The City is working to install crosswalks and
ADA

curb

ramps

at

Cedar

Street

and

Savannah Road. This will completed in the
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CITY MEETINGS

Spotlight a Park:

Mayor and City Council - Second Monday
of the Month, 6:30PM

George H.P. Smith Park
Named

after

the

late

Mayor

George

H.P.

Smith,

this

beautiful park and pond offer an opportunity for relaxation
or exercise in nature. With amenities such as grills and picnic
tables,

a

paved

path,

a

fenced

children's

playground,

a

butterfly garden, a bocce ball court, and a horseshoe pit,
George H.P. Smith Park is an ideal place for family activities
of any kind. The park not only fills the needs of Lewes' active
community, but also represents the legacy of one of Lewes'
most

prolific

you're

there,

community
visit

the

members
new

and

historical

his

family.

marker

While

recently

dedicated within the park!
Also, consider having a wedding or other event in any of our
city parks. Call City Hall to schedule!

Planning Commission - Third Wednesday
of the Month, 6:30PM
Board of Adjustment - Third Monday
Every Other Month - 6:30PM
Parks and Recreation - Third Monday of
the Month - 6:30PM
Historic Preservation Architectural
Review Commission (HPARC) - First
Thursday of the Month - 6:30PM
African American Heritage Commission Third Thursday of the Month - 6:30PM
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Fourth tuesday Every Other Month 6:30Pm
Public Art Committee - Fourth
Wednesday of the Month - 6:30PM

All Meetings will be held in
person and streamed
electronically

Leaf Collection
Free leaf collection on Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays from October - December
Call City Hall to Schedule

Bulk Trash Pickup
November 24th, January 26th, March 23rd, May 25th
$50, Call City Hall to Schedule
September and April Pickups are Free

Christmas Tree Collection

January 12th and January 26th as part of Yard Waste
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For meeting schedules and agendas, go
to https://lewes.civicweb.net/Portal/

Lewes Board of Public
Works Meetings
Next Meeting: December 8th - 4:00PM
For Meeting Schedule and Agendas, Go to
www.lewes.bpw.delaware.gov
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American Recycles Day - November 15th, 2021

Keep Recycling Contamination-Free
Guide to cleaner recycling from the Delaware Solid Waste Authority
Since the 1990s, recycling has been a
popular way to reduce one's carbon footprint. In
the

beginning,

there

were

recycling

collection

stations where those wishing to recycle would
sort their own recycling into large bins. Today,
most

cities

in

the

recycling

method,

collected

and

U.S.

utilize

where

sorted

in

a

single

certain
a

stream

items

Material

are

Recovery

Facility (MRF) and then packaged and sold. The
problem is, some items gum up the machines and
cause

the

source

of

sorting

process

recycling

to

stop.

guidelines:

they

This

is

the

streamline

the process and ensure that materials are safely
and efficiently processed. Today we're going to
share why certain materials are not included in
recycling, and some tips for recycling better. In
addition, resources are posted at the end of this
article

to

provide

more

information

about

recycling effectively and efficiently.

The Logic Behind the Guidelines
The Delaware Solid Waste Authority processes 100,000 tons of single stream recycling a year, at a rate
of about 3 tons per hour. When contaminants are introduced, like plastic bags, they get stuck in the machines
and bring operations to a stand-still. For this reason, things like plastic bags, batteries, food waste, and items
with mixed materials are kept out of the system. This is the basis for single-stream recycling, where residents
of areas like the City of Lewes are afforded the opportunity to recycle certain materials each week, picked
up by the city. Mike Parkowski, the Chief of Business and Governmental Services at the Delaware Solid Waste
Authority (DSWA), explains single-stream-recycling in this way: "The biggest thing people need to understand
about single-stream recycling is, it's not designed to capture every single thing that's recyclable. There are
things that are recyclable but they just can't go in the single stream. And somebody might say 'Why wouldn't
you want a system that captures everything?' And I think the answer is: 'you do want a system that captures
everything, the only problem is, the technology's just not there to do it."
There are, however, options to recycle some of the materials that don't go in the single stream. Plastic
bags can be recycled at certain groceries stores, batteries can be recycled at stores or at particular DSWA
locations, and Styrofoam can be dropped off at other locations. The trick is to check the list on the DSWA
website to see where you can drop off different materials.
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Additionally, promotional materials are provided by the City of Lewes and the Delaware Department of
Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) to assist residents in determining which materials can
go in the recycling cart, and which materials need to be recycled separately. DNREC even has a tool called
the Recyclopedia, that residents can use to look up where and how to recycle certain items, or if an item can
even be recycled. Mike says one of the bigger problems for contamination is people putting items that they
think should be recyclable into the recycling cart when they don't belong. It's easy to do, but it creates
greater problems down the line.

The Cost of High Contamination

When contamination is found in recycling, those costs are covered by the DSWA. This may include the
cost of having to throw away recycled items and the cost of having to stop and clean the Material Recovery
Facility

machines.

Because

of

these

costs,

the

DSWA

has

assessed

a

tipping

fee

for

city

that

has

a

contamination rate of higher than 10% contamination. The tipping fee is akin to the fee assessed for the
collection of trash. The tipping fee then gets passed on to residents in the form of higher taxes, because the
city cannot provide that service for free. Unfortunately, when there is high contamination in recycling,
everyone loses: the DSWA, the City of Lewes, and residents. So it is very important that residents are certain
about what materials they are recycling. As a state, Delaware is at about 16% contamination, which is up
from 12% a few years ago. The reason for the rise in contamination is multi-fold, but contributors such as
COVID and apathy toward recycling play a big part. The goal is to get down to 10% or less contamination in
recycling - a lofty goal, but one that can be obtained with conscientiousness.

The Good News
The good news is, according to Mike Parkowski, Lewes is doing a pretty good job of recycling. We have
not yet had to pay a recycling tipping fee, and, compared to the rest of the state, Lewes is being successful
with recycling. Mike sends this message to residents: "Lewes is doing a pretty good job at contamination, so
just keep recycling, don't lose faith in the system, recycling is still strong...and we're still recycling everything
that goes in the cart. So just keep doing what you're doing."

Resources
What Can I Recycle?
Delaware Solid Waste Authority Recycling Guidelines https://dswa.com/residential-recycling-guidelines/
DNREC Recyclopedia - https://recyclopedia.org/de/state

Where Can I Recycle?
Delaware Solid Waste Authority Collection Event Schedule https://dswa.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021Collection-Event-Schedule-update-6-3-21.pdf
Delaware Solid Waste Authority Takeback Programs https://dswa.com/programs/

General Recycling Resources
DNREC Delaware Recycles Homepage https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/waste-hazardous/recycling/
City of Lewes Recycling Information https://www.ci.lewes.de.us/170/Recycling
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Recycling Pick-up in
the City of Lewes
Every Tuesday for Section
1 and 2 and Every Monday
for Sections 3 and 4
Check your recycling dates
on the city services
schedule available at
ci.lewes.de.us
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Did you know?

Do you want to subscribe to
the Lewes Light?

If you want to have a bonfire on the beach, a
permit is required. $25 for 25 or fewer people
and

$50

for

more

than

25

people.

Go

https://www.ci.lewes.de.us/146/Request
complete
alcohol,

the

request

fireworks

everything

form.

or

(including

sky
the

ashes)

must

Subscribe to receive future issues directly to your

and

Remember,
lanterns,

Get the Lewes Light mailed or emailed directly to you!

to

doorstep or inbox and never miss an issue again!

no

Electronic Subscription

and
be

To sign up, go to

carried off the beach when you leave.
Remember

to

put

your

911

address

https://www.ci.lewes.de.us/list.aspx?

on

your

ListID=231

paper subscription

property in a spot where it is highly visible to
first

responders,

code

enforcement

officials,

Email Melody Barger at mbarger@ci.lewes.de.us

mail deliverers and visitors.

Lewes City Hall
P.O. Box 227
Lewes, DE, 19958
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